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The impact of social networks on the interaction
between members of society

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the impact of social media (Whatsapp) on social
interaction between members in the community.

The main problem of the study is to determine the impact of social media on
social interaction among the members of the community. The study was applied on
WhatsApp as a model for modern social media that is spread in Saudi Arabia.

The study belongs to the pattern of descriptive studies and it relied on the social
survey methodology of the research sample as it is the more capable of answering the
study questions and achieving its objectives.

The study concluded a group of results, the most important result; more than
half of the research sample use whatsapp daily for less than an hour, which is a short
period of time and this may be due to the speed of receiving messages and the speed of
its use comparing to the other means of communication that require the download of
full pages of the Internet, which takes long time.

The duration of the use of WhatsApp is linked to the number of messages
received by the individual from others or sent to them. Concerning what WhatsApp
and its impact on family relations, the results show that Whatsapp has an impact on
social interaction in the family, contrary to what is common that the use of social media

leads to weak releations between family members, and lead to alienation and isolation
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of family members.

The study also concluded that WhatsApp is used for recreation and exchange
of news quickly. The most important topics that WhatsApp is dealt with are the
religious topics especially in family relations and relations of friends and neighbors.
The forefront of religious issues in WhatsApp talks and messages refers to the religious

nature of Saudi society
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